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. CHATER XI,

-~ Arrival it Tien-tsin—Winter Amuse-

ments Amongst Forfign Residents—
Li Hung Chang—Visit to the BSev-
enth Prince — The American Flag-
staff—The Feast of Lanterns—
Racing—Picnic on the Paj-ho.

I was looking forward with consid-
erable anxlety as to how 1 would be
recelved by the people of Tlen-tsin,
but | tound that T hud odnly been bor-
‘yowlng trouble, for the going out of
the old con=ul snd the coming in of
ihe maw was of such fréguent oceur-
vence In Tien-t=in a= to hardly cause
a ripple on the surfncd of the life of
£®e pettdoment, In a very shoht time I
ekme to know (he whole pepulation,

* und likewise the whoic popuilation came
o know me, for I seemed to diup Into
thelr affection as nuturally as an in-
fant drops into his mother's lap; and
nowhera ¢lsa on earth; in my opinion,
oould be found a community, made Up
ag It was of 50 many Gifferont nation-
alities, that made life so well worth
fiving, It really seemed like one hap-

y family. About the first of Decem-
:Qr the Pel-ho freeses over, and then
the run commences. From that time
until about the first of March no ons
comes and no one goes away. All
business ceases excepl in the few ve-
tail stores, and thrown upon thalr own
resourpes, tLlie pecple give themacives
up to the enjoyment of everything In

sight. The gunboats of thres nations |

mare alwisys on station there during the
winter, and thelr officers assisi mate-
rially In making the ¢old months the
most agresdble part of the year. Of
course 1 am apeaking now of things
s they were in my time. Since then
g devastating war has wrought & greatl
change In conditions.

We had amateur dramatic perform.
ances which would have done credit
to professionals. Balls, banguets and
skating festivals, one or the other, If
not mll three, were daily events, and
thers never was any charge for ad-
misston to any entertainment. A na-
tive band, taught by a German pro-
tansor, furnished the mukle for all fes-
tive occukions, but how the teaching
wus acouvmplished Is a mystery to me
to this day, whea the teachar could
not speak a word of Chiness, nor the

uplls understand & wortl of German.
glm there they wers, with a repertory
of negro minsatrel gong and dance mu-
sle, and very proud of their atfain-
gnentsx,

Soon after my arrival at Tien-tsin
J was elactod & member af the Tien-
1sin club, which was the means of my
forming an early acquaintance with
gome of the best material In the set-
tlement, but I seon learned that the
uther forelgn eonsuls considered |t

dnfra dig. to be on familiae térms with |

the membars of the club, Yel, as I
$iad found them very nlee gentlemen o
associste with, I didn't permit the
apinion of others to influence me. and
as the consuls had to pass through
the bllllard room In _going to the 1i-
tirary of tha club, thelr sense of offi-
,elal propriaty would sometimes be
shocked by seeing me at the sidohoard
indulging in & social gisss with the
meémbers. Very sooun, however, they
realized that my way of doing things
met with the hearty u,fprova] of every-
body except the consuls, and they were
not long In taking in the sitoation, and
gesing the popularity that was coming
to me. they gradually unbent, and
upon dlscerning that &as good men
wera angaged In mercantile life as in
displomacy, the whole soclu]l statos of
fhe settlomant aunderwent a vary pleas.
ing change.

Whan winter came, an organization
wis formed embracing all the desir-
able elemenits of the community,
whith was known was the BSmoking
Concert, Ita object being the giving of
fiterary anl musical entartainmonts
every Saturday night. The meetingz
were held in the theater, which was
part of the club bullding, and at
the first meeting, which was called to
order by the REritlsh consul, | was
elested president, and as taking an
active part in an entertalnment was
& new experience to nearly all pres-
ent, T had to do the most of the en-
tertaining myself, At the next mest-
fng I Informed them that the fArst
business in order would be to elect a
presiding officer and they Immediately

roceeded to seject me, and during' the
hrea winters of my residence 1 had
the honor of presiding over the or-
ganization. Although at first it wyas
diMeult to get the members to respond
to the Invitetlon to contribute to the
entertainment by a song, o spesch. or
& recitat’on, when they had once mads
the effort thoy very goon developed,
and I was a revelution to themeelves
when they realizel that they could
sitand upon their feet befors an ay-
dience, and feeling perfectly self-pos-

y contribuie to an enfertainment
with cred!t to themselves. It was then
that 1 discovered thit the trouble of
gotting them on their feet at the he-
gioning of a =eason was only equal-
ed by thut of keeping them off their
Jeet at itw close. A favorite song of
the concert was known as the Swingle
Waltz, The eolo was by 4 Gorman.
Bnd when It came to the chorus, the
tlamen st the sevara]l tables would
oK arms and swinging togelher,
woud kesp time and sing enthusiasti-
cally the imposing chorus. There is
no doubt that these smoking concerts
wera largely Instromenfal in creating
that cordial and companjonable sen-
timent which made the forelgn set-
timent of Tien-tain the most desirable
place to liva In all the Orjent,

The day alter my becnming A

fledged TUnited States consul and

full-

representative of the greptest coun-
try on earth (in my estimatlony 1
made an ofMiclal call on the Vieeroy
Hung Chang at his yamen in Tlen-
taln  city. hen I came dowm. from
breaakfast T saw a pony tethersd to

oneé of the trees in the vivrd, “ull sad-
dled, dl] bridled,” and I asked my Chi-
na boy whose it was, He sald IE wus
for him to ride to the wvicervy's. At
half past nine Mr. Maclay, the Inter-
preter, had two sedan ohairs st the
gate with four men for sach, and wo
entered. As 1 got In the men loaked
at me and grunted, thinking, no doubt,
that they would earn thelr money In
transporting such o load. When we
started, *he China boy with hiisround-
top hut and red tassel, and his top
baots and flowing grmwr robs. mount «d
Wi pony and toox the lead In order to
clear the way for official rank. 1 fol-
lowell, and then came the Interpreter,
which constlituted the Imposing pro-
censton, and notwithstunfling that 1

o *have taken part in many proceagions,

¥ have never filied so Important a

2= thls one. Tt was about two
miles from Lhe consulafe to the viee-
roy's residence, and those four men
did greatly sweat ere we regched our
destination, wihle 1 was nearly froken,
Our arrival was announced by a reg-
ular slam-bung of all sorts of nolges,
and at the entrance of the vuter court
we were recelved by two of the vice-
roy's officials who escorted ps through
the two Inner courts between files of
Chinesie soldlers, to the grand recep-
tion. room, which was sabout thirty
feet - wide and forty feet long., The
only decoratinn was a partrall of the
viceroy gomewhat lorger than 1ife
With tha frume, 1 should think it was
@l of tén feet high by elght feet in
Wwidth. The portrait, which wasz paint-
&2 In Paris, was a very excellnn;l_aﬂa
The recaption room was an sudience
ohamhar a8 well, and at one end was
a mised sgeat which the viceroy oecu-

when he presided at z counell

The chalrs were all staonary and
wol:jro ranged niong on two sides of the
Toom.

red material resazubling bombazine,
On the floor was a Brussels carpet

which lay all In ridges, as thers had|

‘been no attempt made to stretch &
when it was put dowm.
clals who met us ceuld speak very
good English, so that we had quite a
tively little chat while waiting for the
viceroy., But hd kept us vrn‘lhﬂ: only
some seven or elght minutes. e p
mb  through a  complele catechismi
asking many questions about my per-
sonnal affalrs and my family which
would have been the helght of imper-
tinence from a F-Iurupe.m. but which,
according Orientnl etiquette, were
the proper (hing. He wanted to know
all about the resources of Californja
the harbor protectijon of San Fran-
cikro, the nuvy. and whether or not
we wera afraxd of the French, The in-
terview Iasted about an hour and was
very pleasant as well as quite satis-
factory, On taking leaive of the vire-
roy saw us to the outer gate aud bade
us good-by very pieasantly.

I think I may say that 1 enjoyed the
personal  regard of the late L) Hung
(Chang to an extent thal waz given to
but few foreigmers, From the time of
pur fitst meeting he took very kindly
to me, and ¥ am.sure I did to him.
His first guestlom was to inguire my
agd, minays a point of great moment
with the Chinese When he
was five years older than he the [avor-
uhie Impression I had magde neemed
to (deepon greatly. From that time
the unly two men in the forelgn set-
tlear enit who were recelved by Li Huag
Chang at any time without tne for-
mality of sending In i card were the
Britieh consdl and myseif. When
era! Grant was in China the vice-
roy manifested for him a stronger
feeling of kindpess than he ever feil
for any olther foreigner. Grant re-
turned this fesling and always called
LI Hung Chang the greatest man of
the age.

The viceroy was a fine looking man,
over six feet tall and unusually well
prapertlioned. He wore a moustache
and had n very pleagant face. He was
a man of simpls habits, despite his
great wealth, and his yamen at Tien-
t5in was a one-story bulldng of clay,
vere modestly appointed. Barl Ll's
moxt striking characteristics were his
closa observation and kwowledge of
men. He was looked up to by Chi-
nest oficials as the greatest man in
China, and was a good friend to for-
pigners. He was generows, and it oot
him thousands of dollara every time
e went to Peking. The poor would
hold himup at the very gates of the

eity. Of course he had faults and
made mistakes, but he knew China
couldn’t get along without him, and

wias recontiled to Jdisgrace when he

lest his badges. China, in my upinlon,
will mever have another LI Hung
Chang.

When about leaving Tien-t=in I wen?
with my vice-consul to dine wth the
viveroy. In speaking of any Leing five
yvears older than he, he Inquired into
my habits and wanted to kneow if 1
drank much champagne. I snid, “Not
when [ can get whiskey., which 1 inuch
prefer” 'This statment seemed Lo
make g great Impression on the vice-
toy. Two years later T recefved a let-
ter from my vice-consul, who had fe-
mafned there, ssylng that L1 Hung
Chang had taken to drinking whiskey
I think that helped him make his last
trip round the world. e naver d¢ould
kave done it on champagne,

On our return from my first visit
to the viceroy, we called on the taotal,
who ranks next to the viceroy. Our
reception there was about the same,
only therea was not so0 much slam-
bang nor quité so many soidiers, nor
did we have to walt for an sudience,
s the taotal stond at the gate and re-
calve ua and himself #gcorted us to
the reception room. The taotal was a
fut, joliy mort of fellow and seemed to
enjoy our call very muoch, though ail
our conversation was  carried on
through an interpreter, as not one of
the oMiclals spoke o word of English.
Nelther of them lived within the walls
of Tien-tsin, and [ could not blame
them, for the first fime that I pens-
trated to a short dlstance I was glad
to get out again. The oty was one
of the fAithlest places 1 ever saw and
the stench so horrible that I conclud-
ed (o defer my explorations until the
weather béecame cold enough to freeze
up the smells

After making all the prescribed offi-
clal cills T discovared that T would be
obliged to call on the ladies, mieslnn-
Biries and othorwise. They expected
't a5 a matter of course, and 1 learnad
1that one of my predecssors had made
things unnecessirily disagresable [oy
himself and his famlly hy standing
his dignity and wailting to he
¢ upon first. He saw no reason
why the cutsome af Tisn-t=in shouid
difter from those of hls provincial »1-
lage, hui such things are as they arve
11;. this world, not a8 we would have
thenm.

When the present emperor came to
the throne, his father, Beventh Prince.
had to leave the Forbldden Clty. In
Letcordnes with the law, and in otder
that he ghould be provided for, he wae
appointad hend of the army and navy,
Ag he had never seen a ship or a for-
tfAcation, it was decided that in order

to qualify him for his new duti he
should 7it Port Arthur and at the
same time witness the manosuvras of

ithe (‘hinese fleet In the Gulf of Plch!ll
In order to reach Port -Arthur he
would have 1o pass through Tien-tsin,
mnd his person had always been re-
garded as too sacred 1o Le looked up-
on by a forigner, he had never seen
ane, nor bad a foreigner ever seen him,
When hs came to Tlen-tsin it would
e as the guest of the Viceroy i.i
Hung Chang, and when he the
vieeregnl yvamen It was  undersiond
that he would be ¢arried oo closely

lafi

autrtained chalr concealed from L
profane gaxe of all outsiders. The
prince, With his bodyvguard of Chi-

ness soldlers, arrived’ in Tien-tsin city
and was duly regelved by the viceroy
with all the honors befitllng the G-
casion. Soon  uafterward a message
wiis =ent to ul] the foreign oMclals In
the settlement to the offect thul the
Seventh Prince - would receive them
at the Treaty Temple at ten o'clock
an the following day. This startling
announcament almost took the com-
munity off Its feet. However, at ihailf
past nine the cavalcnde of officials In
seday chairs, with gay outriders, was
refily 1o move. Arriving at Tlen-tsin
olty, we were obliged to pass through
a long ling of Chiness soldlers, who
came 1o A “preseni” with the goaint-
est implements of war that T had
ever peen. When we'  reached the
Treaty Templé we were ushered into
the waiting room with great ‘pomp, and
the preliminary  refreshments of toa
and cakes were served, after which it
wig announced that we would be re-
eelved in the order of senlority.  That
m=ant that the Russinn consul shouls
tuke the lend, with his vies-consul, 1
following with my vice, Mr. Pethick.
We wers ushered into the presence of
royalty, and there we bheheld the Bev-
enth Prince standing in the center of
the room with Lf Hung, Chang on his
left, the place of honor with the Chi-
neee, and on his right a Manchu gen-
eral. Ad we entered they all bowed
most profoundly, and just as profound-
Iy we returned the roval salule, The
prince then began to propound a vol-
wma of questions, all of which we an-
sweredl 1o his entlre satisfaction. Not
having thé fear of rovalty in my heart,
I thought I had as good a right to

All the furniture was exceed-|
inglly plain, belng covered with some

The two ofMi-|
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talk to him as he had to talk to me,
g0 when the prince had exhausted his
list of inguiries } addressed Wim- on
my own responsibility.

“Your - excellency, my vice-consui
and mysell heartily ¢ongratulale you
upon your sife arrival at Tien-tsin,
and ourselves upon the honor and
rivilege of meeting vou. We sincore-
Iy hope that your voyage to Port Ar-
thur wiil hs & pletsant one and that
yvou wil raturn the Imperial clty
wall pleased with all that you have
seon and heard”

They all seemed to wonder what Ir
the world 1 was talking sbout. hut
when the interpreter had told them,

their fTaces lighted up with surprise
and pleasure. 1 afterwards learned
that 1 wne the only one of the callers
who snld anything except to an-
swor: the regular routipe questions
which the prince had propoumded,
The fprince asked my age the firsl

thing, and with a twinkle In his eys
L1 Hung Chang told him befere T had
A. chance }u answer. The prince said
that 1 helng an American he hoped
our govermment would protect his
people in my country. I asasured him
that he could depend upon the pro-
tection of aur army and navy., If wax
ahout the time of the Wyoming mas-
socres; and 1 noticed L Jaughed at my
answer. He seemed to think It was
sarcastlc,

The viceroy accompanied the prince
to Port Arthur and remalnsd with him
during hls visit. Upon their return
the prince procecded immediately to
Peking bot shorily afterward the vice-
roy give a state dinner to which all
the forelgn; officlaln were Invited,
During the vourse of the repast the
vicerny took occarlon, to remark that
while on the steanfer the prince had
suid that of all the foreigners he had
mét none Impressed him =0 favorably
as the American consul. and that the
little speech he had made at the re-
ception gave him more encdsuragement
eanvthing he had experlenced
leaving Peking. My natural
moedesty recelved g shock at this an-
nouncement, but I hid my blushes be-
hind & Arge glass of champagne amd
pussed through the ordeal in enfety.
I all that ¢company of mixed nath
alitles and Thelerogenaous Inleresls,
there was not an envious thought har.
bored, and ko T found It throughout all
my official lite in the Orient. 1 seem-
ed. somehow, unconsciously and with-
ot effort, to have gained the good will
and esteem of all with whom 1 asso-
cinted, whether officlally or otherwise.

Upon belng placed n possession of
ihe consulate T was surprised, and not
a little mortitied to discover that the
flagataff was but a diminutive stick
and unworthy of supporticg the flag
of my country. But T was told that
the orignial NMag=tal had been blown
down, and the present stick was all
that was lefl of the wreek. It had
teen placed tn o comer of the roof of
the veranda as the best that could be
done, and it Inoked as If T wonld have
to put up with . Bat 1 happened to
be dbwn at Taku one day where 1
came. upon . spar of Oregon pine. ¥
stopped 115 Igngth through the weeds
and found it Waz abont a bhundred ekt
long and strilght as an arrow. [ was
nit long In hunting up ifs owner, who
proved Lo be one of the Taku pllots. 1
asked him sabout the =nar, ynd he said
he hnd taken It Jyn part pavment for a
job of pliotage from the captain of a
ghin that came to Taku from Oregon

loadid with Tumber, and that T could
have it “or ome dollor u foot. [t meas-
ured one hondred and ten feet, .and

I closed the burgain, telling him-—to
come to me 2t the T'nlted Siateg con-
sulate ar Plen-tein for his money. 1
then ordered it taken to the shipvard,
where T gave instructions to have It
fitted with topmast wire rigging and
crogatrees. Tt was then the twenty-
fifth day of June, and it must certain-
Iv be finished and In place for the
Fourth of July,

On_ the morning of July second T
saw from my veronda o long proces-
gion of Chlnemen coming up the road
towargs the considlate, and I was won-
deringvwhel # wasg all shout, Lo, and
hehold! they were begring on, their
shouiders my new flagstaff. The Taku

pliat and the superintendent of the
shipvarid wore with the processiom,
and Gt th ety nesipipnee T omnogm g

it in place. In about four hours® time

‘enjoyed by the whole community,

we had the hole dug, the sheara riis-
ed, the guys placed, and the flagstaff
ralsed and sacured. There it stood in all
its grandeur,the most beautiful fagstall
in Northern China, and when the Star
Spangled Banner waved from its lofty
topmast head on Independence day—
well, " may have seen times when 1
felt prouder, but If so 1 do not re-
member them.

When our work of ralsing tha staff
was over and all pronounced ship-
shape, T made glad the hearts of the
Chinumen by an abundance of both
solids and lguids, and then turned my
attention to my other two guests, the
piiot and the ghipyard superintendenf
The consulate was well equipped with
the means, and if ever the raising of a
flagstaff In any part of the world was
so thoroughly and joyfully celebrated

[ history haa given no account of it

When tha Chinese celobrated the
Feast of the Lanterns T secured three
ntout bambop poles and fastened them
together In the form of a. triangle, to
which I attached lanterns in all thewr
variety of color. At dark all the can-
dies were lighted and the triangle
hoisted up to the head of the fAaffstaff,
and the display was simply magnifi-
cent. was seen and admired not
anly tknughoul the foreign settle-
ment, but the natives in Tlen-tsin elty
went Into perfect rapturea on discov-
ing it and afterwards thanked me
heartily for thus honorine thelr na-
tional Feast of Lanterms, Ong word
more about the flagstaff,. The French
consul, on paesing, a day or two after
it was In place, couldn't belleve that a
gtaff of sucl length and so symmet-
rical fn its proportions could be of
wood, but of iron, and to satisfy him-
g2lf came into the compound and when
he found that his knife would pene-
trate the staff he left the compound &
wiser man.

The racing season at Tien-tsin is an
event that i= always looked forward to
with 2 Hvely interest and is heartli};
twelva o'clock on tle days of the
races every business house is_ closed,
and the whole settlement attends the
riaces. After the first four or five races
fll adjourn to the tents and have tifMin.
The first rece that 1 attended, 1 took
with me to tifin the wife of tha man-
ager of the Hong Kong and Shanghsal
bank, gnd during-the repast Mr. Det-
ring, the presldent of the Jockey club,
and manager of the imperial customs
at Tien-tsin, delivered his opening ad-
dress, and In the course of his speach
he took ocecasion to say sSome vVery
pleasapt things of the ladies and gen-
tlemen present. When he had finish-
ed and the applause had subsided, I
sald to the lady who accompanied me:

“Is no one going to respond to the
nice things the president has sald of
us?" .
no, fndeed.” she replied, “no one

O,
but the president ever makes a
spesch.”

And T saw by her manner that she
was fearful that I might bave the as-
surance to respond, and she wsa &0
thoroughly , American, although her
hushand was a Scotchman, she was
fearful that I would not he equal to
the occasion, a8 I had not made a
spedrh since T had been in Tienstsin.

I then sald to Dr. Frazler, sitling op-
posite, “Is no one goine to acknowl-
edge the nice compliments the presi-
dent has paid us?™

“No* he sald, “unless you-will."

“Try me” sald L.

EHe arose, and in a few words intro-
duced me, and when T rose up every-
body seemed to wonder what I had got
to say about It, but It dldn"t long
to find out. ASs mine was the\ first
speech of the kind they had ever heard
they all listened with rapt attention
from start to finlsh, and although I
say it perhaps, who shoudn't say it,
the speech was a regular corker, and
when 1 sat down my woman friend
fn ‘a perfect rapture, and =said
he:

“I¢ it were anywhere else, I would
hug you right around the oeck*™

“0Oh, thank you"” =aid I “That is
certninly the warmest round of ap-
plause T have racelved.”

All of which is modestly submitted.

One of th: most novel and enjoyable
event= of the winter of 1387 was the
oi5nie on the banks of the froxen Peal-
ho, Quite & nu:;;r :: ll’!ﬂ!m wm-‘elz.l:
gdged and & & gen
men and chilaren from the to:'-al.n sat-
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1lement. together with officers from
the naval vessels, sterted for the des-
tatlon of our expedition at about half
past nine In the morning, The sleds
sccommodated comfortably six  per-
rong, provided they brodghy thelr own
chalre. The propeliing force was fur-
nikhed by 4 natilve who stood at the
rear end with & foot on each runner
and a spike-end pole hatwaen his feet
When fuirly under way thess-xlads
easily attain a speed of from rightoen
to twenty miles an hour, Tpon ar-
riving at the appointed plonic ground
there was not & human belng in sight,
but no sooner had we lighted our fires
than a bevy of Chinese children caine
rushing Into camp. Thelr curiosity
to see and }mhdlﬂ thinzs was s an-
noying thiat®one of the naval officers
suggested starting them on a foot-
race across the river., After passing
round the hat and collroting abont
eighty cash (elght oents) the boys
were told the conditlons of the con-
test. They wera nll to start together
from the othar side of the ri and

the first one to reach our side was to
receive fifteen ensh, the second, tan
cash, and the third, five cash.  Tha
first race was run. and the prizes
awarded. But one little rellow fell

into an opening of the jce and becom-
Ing thoroughly wet, he was given ten
cash. At the second race [our other
boys mannged to fall into the same
opiéning and then came to the s{ake-
holder for their reward. But they hed
10 walt, and alter {46 third race, when
the prizes had all bean gald, the bhal-
anca of the cazh was equally distri-
buted amongst the boys on cendition
they would all go to thelr homes
immedlately—and they went. In the
meantime the feast had besn prepar-
ed and mever Lave the banks of the
Pei-ho witnessed a more delightful
gathering than the genial, happy pars
ty which partook it. The whaole out-
ing wis one grand success, from rFtast
to finleh, and It was desided that from
that time on the sled ride and the
picnic on the Pel-ho should have a
name and occupy a place amongst the
winter entertainments of the foreign
gottlement of Tien-teln. In the ple-
tura we had taken oh the |ce are
shown the tingchals, the piodza cool=
les, the house-boys and the pienick-
ers. Among them were Mr. Blevens
and Mr. -Bostwick, officers of the
Palos; Mr. McLish, professor in the
Chinessa military schoo): George
Forbes, Mr, Hatch, Mr. Spooner and
W. H. Forbes, gll of ths firm of Hatch,
Forbes & Co.: Mr Bennett and Mr.
Fulford of the British consulats, Mr.
Mordhunt of the house of Cordes &
Co.; Mr. Walksr and Mr. Heason, pm-
fegsors .In the Chinese naval school:
Mr. Lsith, Ar. Bsllaup, M=, Heason,
Miss Michis, whose father edited The
Chinese Times;: Elva Leith apd Mrs.
Leith, Mre. Brenan, “Jockey™ Eols and
Mrs, W. H. Forbes, ;

CHAPTER XIiL

English Sparrows—Chiness Figshers—
The Monocacy and Palos—A Weep-
ing Chinawoman—Mr, Leith’s Fam-
ous Tea—Ganeral Grant's Death—
The Moving Day of the Goddess of
Heaven—| 8See s Wonderful Sight
on New Year's Morn.

The Englisi' sparrows in Tien-tsin
bad become s0 numercus .as’ to have
driven away ull the song blrde, and
only the magples had survived the
sfege. One bitter cold day, when the
ground was covered with snow, hun-
dreds of the sparrows had focked to
the trees in the compound, and I nevar
saw such woe-begone looking birds as
was that hungry flock. T am not over
and above fond of Hnglish sparrows,
but T took pity on them and soattered
a large quantity of crumbs on the
porch, and no sooner had I left the
verandn than thes all came swooping
down from the iress and eagerly de-
voured every crumb In sight, f’m
g0 well rtl.nd with my effert in re-
Heaving the hunger of those little birds,
that three times every day during the
balance of the winter I would scatter
crumbs on thHe porch and blow &
whistle, when th® birds would come
from all part= of the seitlament, know-
ing that their food was walilng for
them. But when their $00d came on
the trees and molst ground, they cema
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to me no more. But the following
winter, when 1 realized that thelir food
must be getting short, I wondersd If
they would remember the whistie. 1
went out on the porch and biew It
and to my surprise they came fiock-
ing lato the compound, and again 1 fed
them through the winter, and not-
withatanding that they were English
sparrows, they were under the pro-
tection of the American consulate
during thelr winters. But my suc-
ceamor, knowing that I8 was not amang
his offctal duties (o cnre for birds
neglectell them, d4nd they came o
Yet they wers cared for by the
wife of the imperial commissloner of
customs, and in my letters from her,
after my roturn to San Franeclsco, she
vften spoke of the birds, and so tame
hadl they become that lhey would eal
from the tanble when sét in tha open
&IT.

I used to find It quite interesting to
the bund of a4 morning ana
the Chinase fish from the house-
bouts in which they llve. The man of
boat stands on, the bow, throws
over a net, and puils the bow nar, ks
the bomt drifts down the strong cur-
reat Then, after drifting for awhlle
he lzys In his oar and hauls In the
saine., The wife manages the boat with
an oar-at the stery, and she not only
steers the boat but sculls it alomd
against the strong As a pgen-
arnl thing the whHman managss L sum-
pan hetter than the man csn. The
familles live on the boals. illdren
are born on thom and are buried from
them.

The Monocary waa the United States

tide,

wurship statianed ant Tien-t=in dur-
Ing the winter of 1880 1 found the
officers veory excellent « gentlamen,
Their free-and-easy manner, Ctheir

eelf-possassion and their social quall-
ties were In  such striking contrast
with those of the officer son the Eng-
Heh and French gunboata that the
Americans gt once captured all the
lndies and gentlemen In the settle-
ment. And yet the officers of the oth-
er gufboats were as favorably dis-
poead toward the Monocacy officers as
wis the community, and the social e
latlons on hoard all throe ships were
very hermonlous and unusually friend-
Is. On Christmas day quite a number
of us visitad the Monoeca by invila-
tiom of the captaln and ward roym offi-
cern, to see thi Jecorntions of Lthe ship
and thel preparations the sallors had
mide foar thelr Christmas dinner, as
the Monocacy men had Invited the
sallors from the Englickh and French
ginbontn te share their cheor. A5
there was more than'sixty of the Eng-
lish and French sallores besldes about
i hundeed of themselves, ft certainly
was g brave feazt and a generous oné
To see the tables you would have fan-
cled that they were not only expect-
ing the shipa® crews, but all the for-
eigners in the setilement as wall 0Of
courae g1l the guests couid not Alne
at the same time, and T belleve they
had arranged for three sets, rixty at a
tima Fhose who wera not eating
danced on deck to the music of the
ship's hand, I notleed amongst the
good things on Lhe table roast turkey,
roant goose, chickens, pheasants,
Aucks, roast beof, confectienery of all
kinds In great quantities, mince and
squash  ples, with tea angd ecoffes—
nothing stronger. After we had seen
all this the captain calied on hands on
deck and asked me to address them,
I was somewhat tuken by surprise, bu!
It was eary to talk to saflors, with
whom T always fee] at home. It took
me aboul three minutes te finlsh my
speech, and they seemeod to enjoy It
I compared’ the dinners of the olden
time, whem 1T was a lor, with the
Christmas dinner they had spresd out
on the lower deck, and toid them that
in my day the aallar not only bad no
turkey but was lucky 1f he found on-
fons in his lobscouse on Christmas day.
The cnptaine of my time took such
good ocare of theirsaflors that they put
dried spples in the plum duff for fear
the seeds In the ralsine might set hard
on the sallors' stomochs, The Mono-
cacy men gave me three cheers st the
cloke of my speech. and right royal
cheers thay were. One of the mailors
on the AMonocmey was a ofever artist,
and designed and_exscuted u!l the
name cards and menus for the cap-
taln's and offcers’ =tate dlnpers, He
was 3 man of good b talant
enpuzh 1o have w. him namp, fame

and fortune ashors, hut he had the
uncontrollabla appstite for sirong
drink, and was sent to aea 10 kesp him

out of tha way of temptation.
Captain Ne\ion and the offfoers of
the Palos alse made many friends

during thelr season In Tlen-tsin. Some
of the Prlog men were very good elng-
oras, and as thorsa wers some finse mu-
slcians among ths officers there was
always plenty of music on board 1
wis invited to tiMo on the Palos one
dny chlefly Gecause they wers to have
buckwhetit cakes. They wers vary
moe cakes, and 1 remember that while
discussing them Mr, Stevens, the ax-
ecutive officer of the ship, told me a
most Interesting ghost story, an ex-
pérfance of his own In a Newport cot-
tage, Tha gottage was afterwards
pulled down, as no one would live
in ityand as Mr. Stevens vividly de-
ecribed some of the Incidents that oc-
curred while he was living there I al-
most forgot that I bad come abanrd
ship to eat buockwhent cakes and not
to listen to ghost stories. [ remember
reciting "Tacking 8hip OM Shore" on
one occasnion et a sallors’ tea party
given by Mry, Walker, one of the mis-
sglonnries, to the men of the Palos, I
never reglted it to an aundience that
s0 thoroughly apprecinted its poluts
as did those men-o'-war's men,

When ths news oame that Genesral
Cirant was dead L created a feoling of
profound gloom in the seitlement, as
many hid met him duriog hin sojourn
there, and nll spoke of him with sen-
timents of high regard and admiration,
I hnd the flag of the consulute lowar-
ed 1o half mest The day befars the
ona sppoiniad for the fungra]l T sent
out cireuviars giving wotice 1o the oth-
er constls that in token of riwpect to
the general's memory the fiug of the
conmniate would be holstdd at half
mast. Thea other connulates weoere In-
tending to do the sama when it was
dlscovered that the day was the em-
meror's birthday aud for any flag to be
fiying half-mast on such an ovcasion
would be to the superstitious mind of
Ching & very bad omen. Conseguently
tha fidgs all flew from the mastinead

The first Chinawoman, thut I lhad
ever soon shed tears T encounterad
during my second year In China, I
was sitting at my desk writing when
i heard a distressing sort of a wall
that 1 ut first teok for & China boy
calling out bis wares for male, for In
doing this they get oup the post un-
earthly #ounds maginable. HBug afier
bearing the doleful lament several
times I found It too palaful te endire
0 1 stepped out o the gate tn have
it stoppel. I found the nolse
ceadegd from an elderly Chinawoman
who scemied to be ealling Imploringly
on. B Ome ope who was nowhere in
sight., T inqulred of the gatckeoper
what “was the matter, and he sald she
had logt her Mitle boy: that he had
Li=sen losr six days, and the poor wom.
an looked as M ahe had saten nothing
in all that time. YHer garments show-
ed hér to be of the coolle class. At
times she would weep as though her
heart would break, like “Rachell wesp-
ing for her children and would not he
comforted for they were not” How-
evaer, T gave the palekesper twenty
cants for her and tald him to ask her
If ahe would not go farther up the
street. He gave her the coln and as
It waa more money than she often saw
the took It and prostrated herself be-
fore ma In token of gratitnde. But I
heard her for a long time afterward,
still moaning up the freet

Mr. Leith, a Beotch gentleman mac-
ried to an American lady, and resi-
dent In Tien-tsin, told me of having
sent his father-in-law in Malne a box
of tea from Foo-chaw. Merely as a
joke he had the chest marked an tes
from the emepror's lea garden. When
the tea arrived It was duly heralded
in all the newspaperg that Mr. Lasith
had sent s extraordinary box of
tsa. When the news of the Jtems in
the papers caime to My, Leith he was
somewhat  exerclaed about it, If the
Chinese newspapers should get hold »f
it, people would be wonderine why he
was s0 highly privileged. Asx he told
me the story., [ showed him a Sun
Franclsco Call T was reading, Ir whick
I ran acroes the ilem: “A retired ship
captain in Camden, Me., Is luxuriating
on ten ralsed In the garden of the em-
peror of China” Ir. Lelth crind:
“The Jig Is up! My fame 1s securs™

One of my interssting axper)

pro-

iy & dicoer at Mis |

Fing about all

of Mr. Woo, the compredore uf Messrs,
Wiison & Ceo, Mr, and Mrs. Wilson,
Mr. and Mre Anderson and myseif
composed the foreign element of the
invited guests, We al]l lJeft tho set-
tiement at a little afier two o'clock
and urrived at aboug three. The ndise
belug in chalrs, L traval was hece
emsarily alow for the ‘rikshas, and ar
the weather was cold, K made the tri
up W the elty a not very comforta

one, Buot on returning I let my boy
*have hia head” and he nwde the
tima In about twenty minutes. Mae

wus pretty well used up when he gof
to the consulate, and the extra hoy t
push, whom | always bad when 1 wa
to the eity, puffed and blowed like
steam engine, They were both so gia
that they did not have to keep wit
the ladies’ chalrn on the way bank Lh
they jJust let themselves oul, and how
they got through the narrow, crowds
ed streeta of the clty at the speed they
dida without wrecking the whole husi-
nes, will forever remain an ungeived
mystery, 1 tried a couple of times to
have them slow down, but they only
mizunderntood and each time they ot
ogt another link of speedmso I gave
it up and was quite relleved when [
tound myself all together at the end
of the adventure. Thers had bheen no
soriour danger, but such & ride s a
trifle strainiag to the nervem, ?

The dianer was all Chiness, birds'
nest soup, shirk fine and all the rest
of the time-honoted daintios. 1 as
urnual, partook of everything, but th
ladiea did pot take kindly to some o
the disxhes, the two ahove-namnod bes
that they would taste
Mo Wilson and Mrs, Anderson wars
invitdd 10 mee Mmrw. Woo, but we, of
the other sex, could not. of courss, be
permitted to look apon the wife of a
well-to+do Chiness, The surlosity of
Mra. Woo and her five daughters
being somewhat exeited om belng for
the first time so closa to foreigners,
they caused the ladies to pass through
an ordeal, which, according to 1t
nocount Mr. Wilson gave me next
day from what his wife had told him,
must have been very funny. Nelther
of the ladles told me anything.

On another occasion one of tha Chi-
nese ofMicials at Tien-tain (nvited a se.
lected few of us 1o dinner, after which
we worn regaled with a magilo lantern
exhibition. It was & wveéry ordinary
affair, woth the lsmp and the sl
yet tha taotai had pald two hundr
&nd ity dollars for I, so some one
had made a vicar profit of at least twn
hundred and thirty dollars sut of that
particulus swindle, om what 1 saw
of such (rades ln Chira It wan edny to
balleve that represnted the average
margin of galn In such transactions.

One of the most Interesting of the
Chiness high festivals which oscoufed
during my residence was the oeck-
slor, of the ramoval of the Goddeas of
Heaven from one tomple to snother,
a caremony performed anly once In
twenty-five yoars. This sl I» also
known as the Goddess of Junks and-
s the tutelvwry genius of maripers, es-
pecially warshipped by all sea-faring
Chinese. About & hundred years pre-
virus the emperor, Chien Lang, hud
visited Tien-tsin and witnessed the
procassion, and e was se pleasod with
(he manner in which the ogcasion was
cbserved that he tod cartuin spe
cial privilegon, N eonsequence the
Aflair attained an additional import-
anché In the eyes of the Chinese, and
they came from all the region around
to attend the. celebration. This s the
only procession sanctioned by Imperial
edict, and all who take part in it are
obliged to be of mandarin rank. I Is
copled In detall from the processlon
which attends the emperor himself
when he gues outside the palace. The
bearers of the goddess are rewnrded
by being permitted aver afterward [»
wear yellow jackets — the Imperfal
eolor, The Idol or statue ropresants a
woman who, many hundreds of Senrn
ago, became Immortnl  through o
dream. Her father was the captuin
of & Jonk, nnd had gone to sen, taking
ber mothep and two brothers with him,
While the Junk was asay an one of
[er vovages the dqaughter had o desan,
In whith she saw the lunk founder at
saea, and her father and mother and
two brothers struggiing in the water,
Ehe awam to them and tak a
brother in sach hand. she seoured &
hald on her father's clothing with her
teeth. At thi= jumciure the
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